
 

Next Sunday’s Readings for Reflection  

 
1st Reading  Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
2nd Reading  1Corinthians 7:32-35  

Gospel  Mark 1:21-28 

     St Francis Xavier Parish, Frankston 
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  Website: www.cam.org.au/Frankston              

 

Parish Priest                   Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp,         chinua.okeke@cam.org.au 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION 14/01/2018 
Thanksgiving Offering-Pledged  -  
Church  $ 1,318    - Presbytery  $496 
Please ensure you write your dollar amounts on each side  
of the envelopes.  Thank You 
. 

 
21st 

 JANUARY 
 

  2018  
 

THE THIRD  
SUNDAY OF   

YEAR B 

Feast Days: 
 

22nd January -  St. Vincent, Deacon, Martyr 
24th January  -  St. Francis de Sales, Bishop 

 
 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR 

BULLETIN    

You are invited to place an advertisement,  
with details of your business/ trade in our 

weekly Bulletin, which reaches many homes.   
Rates are reasonable, for either six or 12 

monthly placements, and are of business card 
size, or smaller.   

 

Contact Parish office 97833484 for more      
details. 

 

 
 

 
Other Group Activities: 

St. Vincent de Paul Society   
meets 1st & 3rd Mondays 4pm in Xavier Centre.   

Donations/Assistance:   9769 6060  

Membership:  0438 573 694;  9770 5570;  9783 3976 

Furniture Donations:   1800 621 349  

  

Friendship Club (Seniors):   1st Wednesday  
of month in the Xavier Centre at 10.30am.   
Bus trips on 3rd Thursday of month.   
Contact: Marie - 9775 8737 

 

Knitting Group:   Contact Yvonne -  5976 8480 

 

Prayer Line:   Carolyn Gobel - 5971  3103  

  

Sunday Masses  
Vigil Mass -Saturday Evening  6.00pm  
Sunday       8.30am,    10.30am,     5.30pm 
 

Weekday Masses    
Tuesday  -  Saturday   9.15 am  
Monday  -  1st + 3rd  Mondays of month  
 

Liturgy of Word and Communion Service   
Monday  -  9.15am    
2nd  +  4th  +  5th  Mondays  of month 
 

Anointing Mass  
9.15am  First Thursday of month  
 
 

Exposition  of  Blessed  Sacrament  
& Adoration 
Wednesday 8.40am-9.10am  
Friday  after 9.15am Mass  

Rosary    
Wednesday after 9.15am Mass 
Before Mass Tuesday and Saturday 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
Sunday during 10.30am Mass 
 

Charismatic Prayer Group    
Wednesday: 7.30pm in Chapel 
 

Legion of Mary    
Friday: 2pm in Quilter Room 
 

Divine Mercy    
Friday: 3pm in Chapel ( private prayer) 
 

Charismatic Prayer for Healing 
3rd  Sunday of month: 5.15pm music,  
then Prayer for Healing  after 5.30pm 

Mass:    
 
Teach,Preach,Reach (TPR), Adoration 
& Healing after 5.30pm Mass 
4th  Sunday of month  
 

Cell Groups    
Tuesday:   10.00am in Quilter Room 
Thursday:   7.30pm in Quilter Room 
 

Confessions    
Saturday:  10am - 10.30am,    
Saturday:   5.30pm - 5.50pm  
 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
1st  Sunday of month during the Masses. 
(Saturday Evening Mass inclusive)   
4th  Sunday of month at 11.30am  

This Sunday’s Readings:     1st Reading  Jonah 3:1-5  2nd Reading  Corinthians7:29-31 

Gospel Mark 1:14-20 

 
 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 
Repent, and believe the Good News. 

 

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from 
God. 'The time has come' he said 'and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe 
the Good News.' 
 
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
in the lake - for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, 'Follow me and I will make you into 
fishers of men.'  
 
And at once they left their nets and followed him. Going on a little further, he 
saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their boat, 
mending their nets, he called them at once, and, leaving their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

Praise be to you Lord Jesus Christ  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Parish Picnic  Feb 4 

Commissioning Ceremony  Feb 3 
 

 

Commissioning Ceremony 

 

On Saturday February 3rd, a commissioning cere-

mony will be held for the members of the Parish 

Council and our School Teacher. 

This will take place during the celebration of the 

Mass. 

 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND  

AWARENESS 

AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

 

In 2015, Pope Francis declared 8th February each year (the 

feast of St. Josephine Bakhita of Sudan) to be the International 

Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking. 

To mark this important day, the Office of Justice and Peace, the 

Archdioceses for Youth, the South Sudan Catholic Community, 

ACRATH, and the Melbourne Catholic Migrant and Refugee 

Office invite you to attend St Patrick’s Cathedral on Thursday 

8th February 2018 as means of fulfilling Pope Francis’ desire to 

end the scourge of modern day slavery. 

 

St. Patricks Cathedral, East Melbourne 

6.30 pm Holy Hour 

7.30pm Mass. 

Celebrant:  Very Rev Joe Caddy. 

St Francis Xavier  
Parish Prayer 
 
 

O God, eternal Lord of all 
things: 
You created humanity in your image 
and likeness  and so loved the world 
that you gave your only begotten Son 
so that whoever believes in him might 
have life and have it to the fullest. 
Grant that,  in imitation of the servant of 
Christ, Saint Francis Xavier,  
who carried the good news of salvation 
to many people we may courageously 
proclaim your Word and be the salt of 
the earth and light of the world.   
Amen. 

 



 

   

Money counters 
 

There will be a meeting of all counters on Tuesday 
30th January  at 10.00 am in the Barbeta Room. 

All counters are asked to attend. 
 

Parish Office 
The Parish Office will be closed on Monday 

22nd January.  It will be open for usual           
activities from Tuesday 23rd. 

 

 

Every Sunday morning at 8.00 am Peninsula Radio 
Rpp 98.7 fm   presents THE CATHOLIC HOUR.  A 
free to air to benefit the community in general, the 
sick, housebound or people just wanting to know how 
we think!  For further information contact Maureen 
Federico  9787 6540 

Mass for you at home: for the sick and housebound 

Sunday mornings at 6.00 am  

Channel 10 

     

We pray with loving and trustful hearts for Graeme Purdon, Gloria Resubal, Adrienne Bould, John Burrows, Al-
fredo Fiorenzo, Jess, Nora Surma,  John Kennedy and Jacquie Williams,  and for all our Parishioners, friends 
and family who are not doing so well at this time, that they will recognize the hand of our Merciful and Loving 
God in difficult times.    

New comers / notification 
Welcome and thanks for worshipping with us at       
St Francis Xavier.  If you are new to the parish or 

have changed your home address or need        
Thanksgiving Envelopes, please fill in your details 

and drop it in the collection bag or give to the priest. 
 

Name:      ____________________________________ 
 

Address:  ____________________________________ 
Phone:     ____________________________________ 
 

New                                            
 
I would like Thanksgiving Envelopes 
 

 

 

 Change of Address 

                      HOMILY THRID SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

 

  
 

FOUND 
We have had a watch handed into the Parish Office,  

Please come and collect it if yours. 

Children’s Ministry Leaders Needed 

 
Our Parish is dedicated to the spiritual formation of our 

young children.  As the number of participants in our 

children’s liturgy continues to grow, a strong team of 

committed leaders will be required  to sustain this  

ministry in 2018.  We invite anyone who might feel 

called to this role in our Church to please contact the 

Parish Office for more information.  We hope and pray 

that you might be in inspired to help in this valuable 

mission! 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXCERPTS FROM THE  JOY OF THE GOSPEL       
BY POPE FRANCIS 

 Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to abandon the com-

placent attitude that says: “We have always done it this way”. I 
invite everyone to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking 

the goals, structures, style and methods of evangelization in their 
respective communities. A proposal of goals without an adequate 

communal search for the means of achieving them will inevitably 

prove illusory. I encourage everyone to apply the guidelines 
found in this document generously and courageously, without 

inhibitions or fear. The important thing is to not walk alone, but 
to rely on each other as brothers and sisters, and especially un-

der the leadership of the bishops, in a wise and  realistic pastoral 

discernment. 
 If we attempt to put all things in a missionary key, this will also 

affect the way we communicate the message. In today’s world of 
instant communication and occasionally biased media coverage, 

the message we preach runs a greater risk of being distorted or 

reduced to some of its secondary aspects. In this way certain 
issues which are part of the Church’s moral teaching are taken 

out of the context which gives them their meaning. The biggest 
problem is when the message we preach then seems identified 

with those secondary aspects which, important as they are, do 
not in and of themselves convey the heart of Christ’s message.  

explained, “in Catholic doctrine there exists an order or a 

‘hierarchy’ of truths, since they vary in their relation to the foun-
dation of the Christian faith”.[38] This holds true as much for the 

dogmas of faith as for the whole corpus of the Church’s teaching, 
including her moral teaching. 

 

Parish Picnic  
Sunday, 4 February, A joint 
picnic between the Parishes 
of St John & St Francis          
Xavier  will be held on Sunday   
at 12 noon in the Botanical/George  

Pentland Gardens,  
Frankston  -   
BBQ facilities available. 
  

1ST ANNIVERSARY 

 

Congratulations to Fr. Chinua and 

Fr. Jude,  who this week celebrated 

there first anniversary  with us. 

We thank them for their wonderful 

service to us, and offer them our 

thanks and Prayerful support, and 

wish them fulfilment in there 

Priestly Ministry, and joy and      

contentment at being at Frankston 

                            The first reading is taken from the book of prophet Jonah, (Jonah 3:1-5.10).   
                            In this passage, prophet Jonah was sent by God to preach to the people of                                                                                                          
                          Nineveh. The city of Nineveh was the prosperous capital of the Assyrian empire.  It had    
                          population of about one hundred and twenty thousand people.  It was situated  in mod-
ern day Iraq, on the east of the Tigris River, opposite the modern city of Mosul, Iraq’s second biggest 
city.  When Jonah was commanded by God to go and preach to the Ninevites, he initially refused and 
tried to wander away.  He was not interested in preaching to the people of Nineveh because he did not 
want them to benefit from God’s mercy since they were Israelite enemies.  In Jonah’s time, there were 
religious and political dichotomy between the Ninevites, (Assyrian empire), and the Jews.  The Jewish 
religion was monotheistic whereas the Assyrian religion was polytheistic with Ashur, (the god of war), 
and Ishtar the goddess of fertility being the most prominent. Secondly, the Jewish kingdom rivalled 
Nineveh.  Eventually, the Assyrian empire would start her assault on Northern Israel in 740BC, and 
would finally pillage it in 722BC,  (1Chr 5:26; 2Kg 17:5-6).  Hence, Northern Israel, with her capital in 
Samaria,  became a vassal state of the Assyrian empire.  However, Southern Israel, with her capital in 
Jerusalem, was able to repel the Assyrian aggression, (2Chr 32:22). After Jonah’s initial reluctance, he 
did go to preach in Nineveh.   
The Assyrian empire was known for her ruthlessness.  He preached that unless the inhabitants of Nine-
veh repented of their evil behaviour, the city of Nineveh was heading for destruction. The residents of 
Nineveh were touched in their hearts by the message proclaimed by Jonah. They repented of their sins 
and made atonement for them.  They also came to believes  in the true God.  We read that, “God saw 
their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour.  And God relented:  he did not inflict on them the disaster 
which he had threatened.” This leads us to the Gospel of today.  God sent Jesus into the world with the 
mission to  show us how to be truly human.  To be truly human is to be conscious that we are created  
in the image of God, (Gen 1:26-27).   
To be truly human is to come to the awareness that God’s  plan for us is to be with him eternally after 
our earthly   existence. Jesus started his ministry by bringing to our consciousness that we are now in 
God’s appointed time; hence, the kingdom of God is close at hand.  He invites us to repent and believe 
in the Good News, (Mk 1:14-20). In the person of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God or the reign of God 
has been made  manifest.  However, this reign of God will be brought to completion only at the end of 
time when Christ hands over every authority and power to God so that God will be all in all, (1Cor 
15:28).  Nevertheless, one thing that has no place in the kingdom of God is sin.  Sin distorts and destroys 
the harmony in God’s kingdom.  Sin includes the inhumane treatment of people, (citizens or migrants), 
as we see in  documentaries on modern day slavery, hatred of one another, wanton destruction of  life 
and property; intimidation of people and structural injustices, domestic violence, alcoholism and drug 
addiction.  Jesus began his ministry by inviting us into God’s kingdom and asking us to reject and re-
nounce everything that is contrary to it.  He knew that he needed helpers to join him to announce the 
Good News of God’s kingdom;  he therefore chose some disciples in the Gospel today.  Unlike Jonah 
who was reluctant to go and preach in Nineveh, Simon and Andrew, James and John said, “here I am 
Lord”, and followed Jesus as soon as he invited them to become his disciples.  Our faith journey may be 
different from each other, but the important thing is that we all, through our baptism, have said yes to 
Jesus to be part of God’s kingdom!     
                    
 Fr Chinua Okeke CSSp 

  

 

  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html#_ftn38

